CHRONOLOGY

55-54 B¢ Expeditions of Caesar
49 BC Caesar defeats Pompey: effective end of Roman
Republic*
Julio-Claudian Faperors (27 BC—AD 68)
34—26 B C Projected expeditions of Augustus
Britain berween the invasions: period of political and
economic change
by 12 Bc  Permanent Roman bases on Rbine

AD 40 Expedition of Gaius cancelled
Clandins (41—54)
by 43 Death of Cunobelinus
43 Claudian invasion
by 47 Conquest of south and east of Lngland completed
49 Foundarion of Colchester
.50 l'oundation of London
51 Defeat and capture of Caratacus
Nero (54-65)
&1 Revolt of Boudica

68-9  “Year of the Four Emperors’
llavian Emperors (69—96)

70-84 Conquest of Wales and north completed
Congquest of Scotland
Irajan (98-117)

£.T00 Scotland temporarily lost: frontier on Tyne-Solway line
Hadrian (rr=-38)
22 Hadrian in Britain: the Wall begun

Antonine Lmperors (138-9z2)
Antoninns Pius (138-61)
140-3  Antonine advance into Scotland: by 143 Antonine Wall

begun
c.158 Serious trouble in the north
? IGO0 Temporary reoccupation of Antonine Wall

* Entries inatahes denote events belonging to che history of the Roman Empire.
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Marcus Aurelius {16 7—80); mafjor wars on the Darnube

Hadrian’s Wall restored

Clodius Albinus proclaimed in Britain

Severan Emperors (193—2375)

Britain becomes two provinces

Campaigns of Septimius Severus and Caracalla in
Scotland

Imperial crisis: civil wars and invasions in Past and
West

‘Gallic Empire’

Renewed growth in Britain

Diocletian (284-305)

“The Tetarchy’

Carausius and Allectus

Britain recovered by Constantius

Britain becomes a civil diocese of four provinces

House of Constantius (30563

Campaign of Constantius [ in Scotland; Constantine
the Great proclaimed at York

Constantine sole emperor; foundation of
Constantinople

Period of severe stress: internal troubles, harassment by
barbarians

Magnentins proclaimed in Gaul

Constantius 11 sole emperor

Purge by Paul the Chain

House of Valentinian (36.4-92)

‘Barbarian Conspiracy’, recovery and restoration of
Britain by the elder Theodosius

House of Theodosins (379-47+

Theodosis the Grear (379—05)

Magnus Maximus proclaimed in Britain; victory over
Picts

Honorius (395-423)

Victories over Picts, Scots, Saxons

Possible troop withdrawals by Stilicho

Western imperital court withdraumn from Milanto Ravenna

Britain revolts from [ lonorius: two emperors
proclaimed
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Chronology 745

Constantine TIT proclaimed in Britain

Constantine 11T rules from Arles (407 1+

Britain revolts from Constantine HI: end of Roman rule
in Britain

‘Rescript of Honorius’: letter to Britons (?), significance
disputed

5t Germanus visits Britain

The adventits Saxonur:; | lengest and [lorsa settle in
Kent (traditional date)

Hengest rebels against Vortigern (traditional date)

Saxon settlement of Sussex {traditional date)

Saxon settlement of Wessex {traditional date)

Battle of Mons Badownicus

/thelberht, later over-king, becomes king in Kent

‘The West Saxons capture Cloucester, Cirencester, and
Bath

5t Augustine’s mission arrives in Kent

Raedwald of East Anglia, as over-king, makes Edwin
king of Northumbria

Dreath of Raedwald, and his probable burial in the
Sutton Hoo barrow

Conversion of lidwin and the Northumbrian court

Battle of Heavenfield; Oswald of Northumbria
becomes over-king

Conversion of King Cynegils of Wessex

Oswald is killed at Oswestry by King Penda of Mercia

Penda 1s defeated and killed at the Wimwaed by Oswy
of Northumbria, who becomes over-king

Synod of Whithy

Arrival of Archhishop Theodore

Synod of Herttord; battle of the Trent, marking the
beginnings of the rise ot Mercia

Expansion of Wessex under Caedwalla to include Kent,
Surrey, and Sussex

/thelbald becomes king of Mercia

Bede completes his Ecclesiastical History

First Council of Clofesho

Dyeath of Althelbald; Offa becomes king of Mercia

Legatine Council held under Offa
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323

835
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C.H970
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979
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IQ0L

Danish raids on Lindisfarne, Jarrow, and Tona

Death of Offa

Lighert of Wessex defeats Mercia and annexes Kent,
Essex, Surrey, and Sussex

Big Danish raid on Kent

The Danish *Great Army” lands

Northumbria falls to the Danes

Liast Anglia falls to the Danes; murder of $t Ldmund

The Danes attack Wessex; Alfred becomes king

Mercia falls to the Danes

(March) The Danes drive Alfred into the Somerset
marshes

(May) Alfred defeats the Danes at Edington; Guthrum
is baptized

Death of Alfred; Ldward “the Llder® becomes king of
Wessex

FEdward and Arhelflaed reconquer most of the
Danelaw

Norse kingdom of York is founded by Raegnald

Death of Edward; Athelstan becomes king

Athelstan defeats the Norse, Scots, and Strathelyde
Welsh at Brunanburh

Death ot Athelstan; Edmund becomes king

Dunstan begins to refound Glastonbury as a regular
monastic house

Death of Edmund

The last king of York 1s deposed

Edgar becomes king

Dunstan becomes Archbishop of Canterbury

Regularis Concordia is compiled

Edgar is crowned and consecrated, and receives the
submission of British princes

Death of Edgar; Edward ‘the Martyr’ becomes king

Murder of Ldward; Aithelred ‘the Unready’ becomes
king

The Danes defeat Alderman Byrhtnoth and the Essex
levies at Maldon; treary between England and
Normandy

Athelred orders the massacre of all Danes in England
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1037
1040
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1106

1107
120

Chronology 747

Danish invasion led by King Swein

Swein returns with a new army; the Danelaw accepts
him as king

Swein dies; the Danish army in England elect Cnut as
their king

(April) Athelred dies, Edmund ‘Tronside” becomes king

(autumn) Cnut defeats Ldmund at Ashingdon; Lidmund
dies and Cnut becomes king of all Lngland

Cnut divides England into tour earldoms

Death ot Cnut

Ilarold becomes king

Death of Harold; Harthacnut becomes king

Death of Harthacnut, Edward ‘the Confessor® becomes
king

Conflict between King Ldward and Godwin earl of
Wessex

Death of Godwin; his son Harold becomes earl of
Wessex

Larl [ larold visits Duke William in Normandy

(January) Death of King Edward; Earl Harold becomes
king

(September) King [larold of England defeats and kills

King Harold of Norway at Stamford Bridge

(Octaber) Duke William of Normandy deteats and kills
King Harold of England at Hastings

(December) William is consecrated king

Lnglish rebellions

The harrying of the north

Domesday Survey carried out

Death of William [; accession of William Il Rufus

Rebellion in support of Robert Curthose

Anselm appointed Archbishop of Canterbury

Robert pawns Normandy to Rufus

Death of William Rufus; accession of Llenry |

Invasion of Robert Curthose

Battle of Tinchebray; Curthose imprisoned; Henry 1
takes Normandy

Settlement of Investiture Dispute in Lngland

Wreck of the White Ship
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TTre3—T2oy
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ITHH

1203—4
1208—14
1214
r2rs
1216

217
T227—4
1224
r232

Marriage of Empress Matilda to Geoffrey of Anjou

Death of Henry [; accession of Stephen

Civil war in Lngland

Battle of Lincoln; Stephen caprured; later exchanged
for Robert of Gloucester

Geoffrey of Anjou conquers Normandy

Cession of Northumbria to David of Scotland

Ilenty of Anjou (later Llenry II) marries lileanor of
Aquitaine

Henry invades England; he and Stephen come to terms

Death of Stephen; accession of Lenry [l

Henry regains Northumbria

Becket appointed Archbishop of Canterbury

Council and Constitutions of Clarendon; Becket goes
into exile

Assize of Clarendon

English conquest of Treland begins

Coronation of the young king: murder of Becket

Rebellion against I lenry Ll; William ‘the Lion’ {(king of
Scotland) invades the north

Death of the young king

Death of Llenry II; accession of Richard [

Richard I on crusade

Richard in prison in Germany

Hubert Walter, Archbishop of Canterbury (justiciar
r1r94-8: chancellor r199—r205)

Death of Rhys of Deheubarth

Death ot Richard I; accession of John; establishment of
Chancery Rolls

Philip Augustus conguers Anjou and Normandy

Interdict in England

Battle of Bouvines: French victory

Magna Carta; civil war in England

Louis {later Louis VI invades; death of John;
accession of Ilenry LI

Battle of Lincoln and Dover; Louis withdraws

Arrival of Dominican and Franciscan friars in England

Louis VI completes conquest of Poitou

Dismissal of Hubert de Burgh
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T3714
T3T5—T6
T327T-2
1327

133
1337
133941
1346
1347
1343
1356
1361
1376

1377

Chronology 749

Death of Llywelyn the Great

Henry TIT accepts papal offer of throne of Sicily

Barons take over roval government; provisions of
Oxtord

Treaty of Paris between England and France

Bartle of Lewes; Henry Tl captured; government of
Simon de Montfort

Battle of Lvesham; killing of Simon de Montfort

Henry recognizes Llywelyn ap Gruffydd as Prince ot
Wales

Death of 1lenry Il; accession of Ldward |

First Welsh War

Fdward’s conquest of Wales

FEdward Tin Gascony

Ldward I asserts his overlordship over Scotland

War with France begins

Franco-Scottish alliance

Edward T invades Scotland; his conflict with the
Church

Fdward I’s conflict with his magnates; his expedition to
Flanders

Rebellion of Robert Bruce

Death of Edward I; accession of Edward 11

Scottish victory at Bannockburn

(ireat famine

Civil war in England

Deposition and death of dward I; accession of
Edward III

Edward 11T takes the reins of government

The [lundred Years War beging

Political crisis in England

English victories at Crécy and Neville's Cross

English capture Calais

Lirst occurrence of plague in England

Lnglish victory at Poitiers

Second major occurrence of plague

‘Good Parliament” meets; death of Edward, the Black
Prince

Death of Edward III; accession of Richard II
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T38T
1382
1338

1389
1354-5
1396
13979
T399
T400
14073
T405
1408

1413
415
T4T9-20
T420
1422
435

1436—7
1445
1449—50
1450
T453
1455

The Peasants’ Revolt

Condemnation of John Wyclifte’s works

‘Merciless Parliament” meets; battle of Otterburn
against the Scots

Richard II declares himself ot age

Richard T’s expedition to Treland

Anglo-I'rench treaty

Richard II’s ‘tyranny’

Deposition of Richard II; accession of Henry IV

Rebellion of Owain Glyndwr begins (to 1410)

[lenry 1lotspur defeated at Shrewsbury

Execution of Archbishop Scrope of York

Defeat of the earl of Northumberland at Bramham
Moor

Death of lenry [V; accession of LHenry V

English victory at Agincourt

English conquest of Normandy

Anglo-French treary of Troyes

Death of 1lenry V; accession of 1lenry VI

Deatch ot John, duke of Bedford; Franco-Burgundian
treaty of Arras

[lenry VI comes of age

Henry VI marries Margaret of Anjou

French overrun Normandy

Murder of the duke of Suffoll; John Cade’s rebellion

French overrun Gascony; Henry VI becomes il

Battle of 5t Albans between Richard, duke of York and
the royalist forces

Defeat of the duke of York at Blore Heath and Ludford
Bridge

Deposition of Henry VI; accession of Edward IV

Capture of Henry VI

Rebellion of Richard, earl of Warwick and George,

duke of Clarence

Deposition of Ldward 1V; return of 1lenry VI

Return of Edward IV; death of the earl of Warwick art

Barnet; death of Henry VI

Ldward IV’s expedition to I'rance; Anglo-I'rench treaty
of Plequigny
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Chronology 751

William Caxton’s first printed book in England

Death of Edward TV accession, deposition, and death
of Ldward V; accession of Richard III; rebellion of
Henry, duke of Buckingham

Death ot Richard III at Bosworth; accession of Henry
VII

Rebellion of Lambert Simnel

Birth of Prince I lenry

Accession of Henry VIII

Execution of Empson and Dudley

War with I'rance and Scotland

Battle of Flodden: English victory over Scotland

Wolsey appointed Lord Chancellor

War with France

Peace with L'rance

Divorce crisis begins

War with Spain

Peace of Cambrai; fall of Wolsey: Sir Thomas More
succeeds as Lord Chancellor

More resigns

Henry VIIT marries Anne Boleyn; Act of Appeals; birth
of Princess Lilizabeth

Act of Supremacy

Execution of More and Fisher

Dissolution of the Monasteries; Pilgrimage of Grace;
union of England and Wales

Battle of Solway Moss; Linglish victory over invading
Scottish army

War with France

Succession of Ldward VI; ascendancy of Protector
Somerset; battle of Pinkie: English victory over
Scotland

First Book of Commaon Prayer; Northumberland’s coup

Accession of Mary

Pole returns; reunion with Rome; Wyatt’s rebellion

Persecution of Protestants begins

War with France

New Book of Rates; accession of Llizabeth 1
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T559
1566

1568
1569
L1370

1580
rg8s3
1587
1588

135594
T60T
L1403

1604
605
T606—7

L1607
1609

TATO
1411
TET2
1413
T6T7—19
1619—22
I610

1622-73

Peace of Cateau-Cambrésis; religious Settlement in
England

Archhishop Parker’s Advertisements demand religious
conformity

Mary Scuart flees to England

Northern Rebellion

Papal bull declares Llizabeth excommunicated and
deposed

Jesuit missionaries arrive in England

War with Spain

lixecution of Mary Stuart

Defeat ot the Spanish Armada

Bad harvests begin

Essex’s rebellion

Death of Ilizabeth; accession of James V1 of Scotland
as James I; peace in Ireland; Millenary Petition of the
Puritans

Peace with Spain (treaty of London); Hampton Court
Conference {king, bishops, Puritans)

Gunpowder Plot, the last major Catholic conspiracy

Failure of James’s plans for union of kingdoms

Settlement of Virginia

Rebellion of the Northern Earls in Ireland; beginnings
of the Planting of Ulster by Scots and English
Protestants

Failure ot Great Contract (reform of royal finance)

Publication of Authorized Version of the Bible
(Anglican—Puritan co-operation)

Death of Prince Henry, James’s promising elder son

Marriage of Princess Lilizabeth to Llector Palatine,
Protestant zealot, enmeshed Britain in continental
politics

Ascendancy of George Villiers, duke of Buckingham

Inigo Jones designs the Banqueting [louse, the first

major royal public building since the reign of I lenry VIII

Pilgrim Fathers inaugurate religious migration to New
England

Prince Charles and Buckingham go to Spain to woo the
king’s daughter and are rebufted
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War with Spain

Death of James I; accession of Charles T and marriage
to [ lenrietta Maria, sister of Louis X1 of l'rance

War with France

Petition of Right; publication of Harvey’s work on the
circulation of the blood; assassination of Buckingham

Charles I dissolves Parliament, determines to govern
without one

Large-scale emigration to Massachusetts begins

William Laud translated to be Archbishop of
Canterbury

Ship Money case

Hampden’s case supports Charles Is claim to collect
Ship Money

Breakdown of Charles’s government of Scotland and
two attempts to impose his will by force

Long Parliament summoned

Remaodelling of government in England and Scotland;
abolition of conciliar courts, abolition of prerogative
taxation, trienmial bill, Grand Remonstrance;
rebellion of Ulster Cathaolics

King’s attempt on the l'ive Members; his withdrawal
from London; the ro Propositions; the resort of
arms: Civil War

King’s armies prosper; Scots invade on side of
Parliament

Parliamentary armies prosper, especially in the decisive
battle of the war, Marston Moor (June)

*Clubmen’ risings of armed neutrals threaten both
sides; Royalist armies disintegrate, but parliamentary
forces reorganized (New Model Army)

King surrenders to the Scots; bishops and Book ot
Common Prayer abolished, Presbyterian Church
established

Army revolt; radical movements criticize parliamentary

tyranny; king prevaricates

Second Civil War: Scots now side with the king and
are defeated; provincial risings (Kent, Colchester,
South Wales, Yorks., etc.) crushed
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Trial and execution ot Charles T: England a Republic

Government by sovereign single-chamber assembly, the
‘Rump’ Parliament thoroughly purged of royalists
and moderates

Oliver Cromwell conquers Ireland (Drogheda
massacre)

Oliver Cromwell conquers Scotland {battles of Dunbar
and Worcester)

Thomas Hobbes's Leviathan published

First Dutch War

Cromwell dissolves Rump, creates the Nominated or
Barebones Assembly; it surrenders power back to
him, and he becomes Lord Protector under a paper
constitution (The Instrument of Government)

War with Spain

Royalist insurrection (Penruddock’s rising) is a
complete failure

Instrionent of Government replaced by a parliamentary
paper constitution, the ! tumble Petition and Advice;
Cromwell rejects title of king and remains Lord
Protector, but nominates his own House of Lords

Cromwell dies and is succeeded by his son Richard

Richard overthrown by the army; Rump restored but

displeases many in the army

Charles IT restored

Church of England restored; Roval Society receives its
Charter

Failure of first royal attempt to grant religious toleration

Second Dutch War

Great Plague (final major outhreak)

Great Fire of London

Milton’s Paradise Lost published

Failure of second royal attempt to grant religious
toleration

Third Dutch War

Grain bounties introduced (England self-sufficient in

food)

1itus Oates and the Popish Plot; Bunyan’s Pileris’s
Progress, part I, published
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The Exclusion Crisis; emergence of Whig and Tory
parties

The Rye Llouse Plot; Whigs proscribed

Charles IT dies; accession ot James II; rebellion by
Charles II's protestant bastard, the duke of
Monmouth, fails

James II's Declaration of Indulgence; Tories proscribed;
Newton'’s Principia Matbematica published

James II's son born

William of Orange invades: James II takes flight,
accession of William [II {of Orange) and Mary

Bill of Rights settles succession to the throne and
declares illegal various grievances; Toleration Act
grants rights to Trinitarian Protestant dissenters

Battle of the Boyne: William III defeats [rish and
French army

Bank of England founded; death of Queen Mary;
Triennial Act sets the maximum duration of a
parliament at three years

Lapse of Licensing Act

Peace treaty of Ryswick between allied powers of the
League of Augsburg and I'rance; Civil List Act votes
funds for the maintenance of the royal household

War of Spanish Succession begins; Act of Settlement
settles the royal succession on the descendants of
Sophia of Hanover

Death of William III; accession of Anne

Battle of Blenheim: British, Dutch, German, and
Austrian troops defeat French and Bavarian forces;
British capture of Gibraltar from Spain

Union of England and Scotland

Impeachment of Dr Sacheverell; Harley ministry

Peace treaty of Urrecht concludes the War of Spanish
Succession

Death of Anne; accession of George |

Jacobite rebellion aimed at overthrowing the
Hanoverian succession fails

Septennial Act sets the maximum duration of a
parliament at seven years
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T7T7 Whig split; suspension of convocation
720 South Sea Bubble: many investors ruined after
speculation in the stock of the South Sea Company
I721 Walpole ministry
I722 Atterbury Plot, the most notable Jacobite plot
726 Jonathan Switt's Gudlivers Travels published
727 Death of George [; accession of George Il

Alexander Pope’s Dunciad published

Walpaole /Townshend split

Excise crisis: Walpole has to abandon his plans to
reorganize the customs and excise
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I737 Death of Queen Caroline

738 Wesley's ‘conversion”: the start of Methodism

r739 War ot Jenkinsg’ Ear: Anglo-Spanish naval war

1740 War of the Austrian Succession

I741 Samuel Richardson’s Pamela published

r742 Fall of Walpole

744 Ministry of Pelham

1745 Jacobite Rebellion led by ‘Bonnie Prince Charlie®

746 Bartle of Culloden: the duke of Cumberland routs the
Jacobite army

1748 Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle concludes War of the Austrian
Succession

I752 Adoption of Gregorian Calendar

753 Jewish Naturalization Bill

754 Newcastle ministry

1756 Seven Years War: Britain allied with I'rederick the
Great of Prussian against France, Austria, and Russia

r757 Pitt—Newcastle ministry; battle of Plassey: British
victory over Bengal

I759 Capture ot Quebec: British victory over the French

I760 Death ot George II; accession of George III

7671 Laurence Sterne’s Tristram Shandy published

1762 Bute’s ministry

1763 Peace of Paris concludes Seven Years War; Grenville

ministry; Wilkes and General Warrants
7635 Rockingham ministry; American Stamp Act attempts

to make the defence of the American colonies self-
financing: repealed 1766
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Chatham ministry

Grafton ministry; Middlesex election crisis

James Watt’s steam engine patented

Lord North’s ministry; Edmund Burke’s Thoughts on
the Present Discontents published; Fallkland Islands
CTisIS

Boston Tea Party: American colonists protest against
the Last India Company’s monopoly of tea exports
to America

Coercive Acts passed in retaliation for Boston Tea Party

Declaration of American Independence; Lidward
Gibbon's Decling and Fall and Adam Smith’s Wealth
of Nations published

Wyvill’s Association movement

Gordon Riots develop from a procession to petition
parliament against the Catholic Reliet Act

Surrender at Yorktown: American victory over British
Iroops

Second Rockingham ministry

Shelburne ministry; Peace of Versailles recognizes
independence of American colonies; Fox-North
coalition; Younger Pitt’s ministry

East India Act

Pitt’s motion tor parliamentary reform defeated

Eden commercial treaty with France

French Revolution

Ldmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in
France published

Thomas Paine’s The Rights of Man published

Coal gas used for lighting; Mary Wollstonecraft’s
Vindication of the Rights of Women published

Outbreak of war with France; voluntary Board of
Agriculture set up; commercial depression

‘Speenhamland’ system of outdoor relief adopted,
making up wages to equal cost of subsistence

Vaccination against smallpox introduced

T. R. Malthus’s Fssay on Population published; tax of
1o per cent on incomes over £200 introduced
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T790 Trade Unions suppressed; Napoleon appointed First
Consul in France
1799—1801 Commercial hoom

1801 Union with Ireland; first British Census

8oz Peace with France; Peel introduces first factory
legislation

1803 War with I'rance; General Lnclosure Act simplifies
process of enclosure of common land

r8os Battle of Tratalgar: Nelson deteats the French and
Spanish fleets

1809—10  Commercial hoom

I8TY Depression because of Orders in Council; ‘Luddite’

disturbances in Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire;
George, Prince of Wales, made Prince Regent
1813 Last India Company’s monopoly abolished
815 Battle of Waterloo: defeat of Napoleon; peace in
Furope: Congress of Vienma; Corn Law passed
setting price of corn at 8os. per quarter

1815—17 Commercial boom

8717 Slump; the Blanketeers” march and other disturbances

r871p Peterloo massacre: troops intervene at mass reform
meeting, killing 11 and wounding 400

820 Death of George III; accession of George IV

r821—3 Famine in Ireland

824 Commercial boom

823 Trade unions legalized; Stockton and Darlington
railway opens; commercial depression

1829 Catholic Emancipation, ending most denials or

restrictions of Catholic civil rights, ownership of
property, and holding of public office

1830 Death of George IV; accession of William I'V;
Liverpool and Manchester railway opens

r830-2 First major cholera epidemic; Whigs in power under
Grey

1831 ‘Swing’ riots in rural areas against the mechanization
ot agriculture

852 Gireat Reform Bill brings climax to period of political

reform, enlarging the franchise and restructuring
representation in Parliament
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1846
1848
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1852—
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1854
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1

855
8578
1858—1
1858
I859
r1859-63
1840
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Factory Act limits child labour; beginning of Oxford
Movement in Anglican Church

Slavery abolished in the British Empire; parish
warkhouses instituted; Robert Owen founds the
Grand National Consolidated Trade Union: action
by government against ‘illegal caths” in unionism
resules in failure of GNCTU and transportation of
six “lolpuddle Martyrs’

Municipal Reform Act extends local government
franchise to all ratepavers

Commercial boom: ‘little’ railway mania

Death of William IV; accession of Queen Victoria

Anti-Cormn Law League established; People’s Charter
drafted

Chartist riots

Penny post instituted

Tories in power: Peel ministry

Bank Charter Act; Rochdale Co-operartive Society
founded; Royal Commission on [ lealth of Towns

Railway mania: massive speculation and investment
leads to building of 5,000 miles of track; potato
famine begins in [reland

Corn Law abolished; Whigs in power

Revolutions in Europe; Public Health Act

Gireat Exhibition

Derby’s first minority Conservative government

Aberdeen’s coalition government

Gladstone’s first budget

Northcote—Trevelyan civil service report

Crimean War, defending Luropean interests in the
Middle East against Russia

Palmerston’s first government

Second Opium War opens China to European trade

Derby’s second minority Conservative government

Indian Mutiny and India Act

Publication of Darwin’s Origin of Species

Palmerston’s second Liberal government

Anglo-I'rench ‘Cobden’ treaty and Gladstone’s budget
codify and extend principles of free trade
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186§
18656
1866
1866—3
1867
1868
r868—74
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1870

760 Chronology

Death ot Albert, Prince Consort

Limited Liability Act provides vital stimulus to
accumulation of capital in shares

Deach of Palmerston (October)

Russell’s second Liberal government

Russell-(Giladstone moderate Reform Bill fails

Derby’s third minority Conservative government

Derby-Disracli Reform Act; Dominion of Canada Act

Disraeli succeeds Derby as Prime Minister {February)

Gladstone’s first Liberal government

Suez Canal opened; [rish Church disestablished

Irish Land Act; Farster-Ripon English Elementary
Education Act; Married Women'’s Property Act
extends the rights of women in marriage

Scottish Lducation Act

Gladstone government resigns after defeat on Irish
Universities Bill; Disraeli declines to take office

Disraeli’s second Conservative government

Disraeli buys Suez Canal shares, gaining a controlling
interest for Britain

Agricultural depression deepens

R. A, Crosss Conservative social reforms passed

Victoria proclaimed Empress of India; massacres of
Christians in Turkish Bulgaria provoke anti-Turkish
campaign in Britain, led by Gladstone

Confederation ot British and Boer states in South Africa

Congress of Berling Disraeli announces ‘peace with
honour’

Trade depression; Zulu War: British defeated at
Isandhlwana, win at Ulundi

Gladstone’s Midlothian campaign denounces
imperialism in Atghanistan and South Africa

Gladstone’s second Liberal government

Iirst Anglo-Boer War

Irish Land and Coercion Acts

Britain occupies Egypt; Triple Alliance between
CGermany, Austria, and Ttaly

Reform and Redistribution Acts



T883

1886

1886—y2

1887
1888

1589

1892—4
1893

18945
1855—T502
1856—8
1858
1855—T502
1849

T9Q0

T9OT
1902
1902—5§
1903
1904
19058
1906

1907
1908-15
1908
1909
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Death of Gordon at Khartoum; Burma annexed;
Salisbury’s first {minority] Conservative government

Royal Niger Company chartered; gold found in
Transvaal; Gladstone’s third Liberal government
introduces first Home Rule Bill for Ireland: Liberal
Party splits

Salisbury® second {Conservative—Liberal-Unionist)
governmernt

British East Africa Company chartered

County Councils Act establishes representative county
authorities

London dock strike; British South Africa Company
chartered

Gladstone’s fourth {minority) Liberal government

Second llome Rule Bill rejected by the Lords;
Independent Labour Party tounded

Rosebery’s minority Liberal government

Salisbury’s third Unionist miniscry

Sudan conquered

(German naval expansion begins

Second Anglo-Boer War

(autumn) British disasters in South Africa

Khaki election won by Salisbury; formation of Labour
Representation Committee; Commonwealch of
Australia Act

Death of Victoria; accession of Edward VII

Balfour’s Lducation Act; Anglo-Japanese alliance

Balfour’s Unionist government

Chamberlain’s Tariff Reform campaign starts

Anglo-I'rench Uantente

Campbell-Bannerman’s Liberal government

Liberals win general election (January); Labour Parcy
formed

Anglo-Russian I'ntente

Asquith’s Liberal government

Asquith’s Old Age Pensions plan introduced

Churchill’s Employment Exchanges introduced; Tloyd
George’s budget rejected by Lords; Union of South
Africa Act



762 Chronology

TOTO

roTT

TOTI-T2
rgra
1912—14

19714

I9I§—16

916

rory
1918

rgzz

1924

(Janvary) General election: Liberal government retains
office

(May) Death of Ldward VII; accession of George V

{December) General election: Liberal government again
retains office

Parliament Act curtails power of the House of Lords,
establishes five-vearly elections; Lloyd George’s
National Insurance Act; Moroccan crisis

Railway, mining, and coal strikes

Anglo-German navy talks fail

Third [ lome Rule Act {for lreland) and Welsh Church
Disestablishment Act passed, but suspended

(28 June) Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand at
Sarajevo

(4 August) British Lmpire enters the lirst World War

Dardanelles expedition, ending in British withdrawal
from Gallipoli

Faster rising in Dublin; battle of the Somme; battle of
Jutland; Lloyd George succeeds 1lerbert Asquith as
prime minister

United States enters the war; battle of Passchendaele

Representation of the People Act enfranchises women
aged 30 and over; end ot First World War (rr
November); Lloyd Gearge coalition government
returned in ‘coupon election’ {December)

Treaty of Versailles establishes peace in Europe; Addison
I lousing Act

Miners seek suppaort of dockers® and railwaymen’s
unions {the *Triple Alliance’) in major strike: on
‘Black I'riday’ the dockers and railwaymen hack
down, and the alliance is broken; Lloyd George
concludes treaty with Sinn Fein

Fall of Lloyd George; Bonar Law heads Conservative
governmernt

Baldwin becomes Conservative Prime Minister; general
election

( January) MacDonald leads first Labour government

(November) Conservatives return to office under
Baldwin



T925
1926

1929

I932

1939
1940
1941
942
1943
1944
1945

1947

1948

1949
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Britain goes back on the gold standard

(ieneral Strike (3—r2 May)

General election; MacDonald leads second Labour
government

Financial crisis and run on the pound; Britain abandons
the gold standard; MacDonald resigns and is returned
in the election to head National Government

Otrawa Conference on imperial trade institutes
protective tarritfs

National Government re-elected; Baldwin succeeds
MacDonald as Prime Minister; [ loare—=Laval pact
on Abyssinia; Government of India Act

Death of King George V; abdication of Edward VIII:
George VI becomes king

Neville Chamberlain succeeds Baldwin as Conservative
Prime Minister

Chamberlain meets Adolf Hitler at Berchtesgaden, Bad
Godesberg, and Munich

British guarantee to Poland; British Limpire declares war
on Germany (3 September)

Churchill succeeds Chamberlain as Prime Minister;
withdrawal from Dunkirk; battle of Britain

Liuftiwaffe ‘blitz’ on many British cities; Soviet Union
and United States enter the war

Loss of Singapore; Montgomery’s victory at El Alamein;

battle of Stalingrad; Beveridge Report on social security

Successful campaign in North Africa; Anglo-American
armies invade Italy

D-day invasion of France; R. A. Butler’s Education Act

Lind of war in Lurope (8 May) and in far Last (15
August); general election: massive Labour victory
and Arttlee becomes Prime Minister

Coal and other industries nationalized; convertibility
crisis; transfer of power to independent India,
Pakistan, and Burma

Bevan launches National Health Service; withdrawal
from Palestine

NATO founded; devaluation of the pound by Stafford
Cripps
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TY50

1954
9§55

1956
957
rose
1963

1964

19635
1966
1967

1968
ro7o

1978
1979

General election: Labour retains power by narrow
majority; outhreak of war in Korea

Festival of Britain; general election: Conservatives
deteat Labour, and Churchill again becomes Prime
Minister

Death of King George VI; Queen Elizabeth T
proclaimed

British troops withdraw from Lgypt; rationing ends

Eden becomes Prime Minister; general election won by
Conservatives

Anglo-I'rench invasion of Suez, followed by withdrawal

Eden resigns; Macmillan becomes Prime Minister

General election: Conservatives win with larger majority

French veto Britain’s application to join the European
Common Market; test-ban treaty in Moscow limits
nuclear testing; Profumo affair; Douglas-Home
succeeds Macmillan as Prime Minister

General election: Tabour under Harold Wilson win
Narrow majoricy

Unilateral declaration of independence by Rhodesia

General election: Labour win with much larger majority

Devaluation of the pound; Britain again rebuffed over
Europe

Restriction of Commonwealth immigration

(ieneral election: Conservatives under Edward Heath
returned to office

National miners’ strike; Stormont government abolished
in Northern Ireland

Britain enters European Common Market

National miners’ strike; two general elections: Labour
under Harold Wilson win both with narrow
majorities

Popular referendum confirms British membership of the
Common Market

Liconomic crisis: Britain obtains help from International
Monetary Fund

"Winter of Discontent” amongst the unions

Devolution referendums in Wales and Scotland;
general election: Conservatives under Thatcher



1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987

1989
190

1991
1992

1994
1996
1997

1958
1999

2000

Chronology 765

returned to office; independence granted to Zimbabwe
(Rhodesia)
Britain becomes self-sufficient in North Sea oil
Social Democratic Party founded
Britain defeats Argentina in war over the Falkland
TIslands
General election: Thatcher’s Conservative government
returned with massive majority; Cruise missiles
installed
National miners strike
Miners’ strike ends after a year; Anglo-lrish
Hillshorough Agreement signed
Channel Tunnel treaty signed; ‘Big Bang’ in Stock
Exchange
General election: Thatcher’s Conservative government
again returned with a majority of over 1o0o; Stock
Exchange collapse in the autumn
Poll tax introduced first in Scotland
Britain joins Lxchange Rate Mechanism {(LRM);
resignation of Thatcher; John Major becomes Prime
Minister
Gulf War against Iraq
Conservatives unexpectedly retain power at general
election; ‘Black Wednesday’: Britain leaves the ERM;
Maastricht treary
TR A declares ceasefire in Northern Treland
Prince Charles and Princess Diana divorce
Labour wins general election with majority of 179; Tony
Blair becomes Prime Minister; death of Princess
Diana in car crash in Paris; Scotland and Wales
vate for devolution in referendums; Britain with-
draws trom Hong Kong
Good Friday agreement in Northern Treland
Liconomic and Monetary Union {LMU) begins (1 January),
without Britain; first elections for Scottish Parliament
and Welsh Assembly; hereditary peers in the House of
Lords abolished
Millenium Dome; Tate Modern opens; first elected
mayor of London
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200T

2002
2003

20035

2007

2008

2009

2010

‘9/1 1" hombings in New York and Washington, DC:
sixty-seven British people killed

Queen Llizaheth’s golden jubilee

Anglo-American invasion of Iraq; massive protest
marches in London

Labour wins third term in general election; London
wins bid for 2o12 Olympic Games; terrorist
bombings in Londen

European reform treaty; Gordon Brown succeeds Tony
Blair as Prime Minister; Northern Ireland assembly
meets with Revd lan Paisley heading all-party
government; Scottish Nationalists form government
in Edinburgh; severe floods in the Severn Valley;
Thameslink rail connection between London and Paris

Sharp economic downturn; transatlantic banking
failures lead to a crisis in British banking; several
banks effectively nationalized

Britain in economic recession; crisis for Parliament
after MP’s expenses scandal; troops withdrawn from
Iraq

Three MPs and a peer charged with expenses fraud



